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ASHGABAT  00001182  001.2  OF  003 


Classified  By:  Acting  DCM  Peter  Eckstrom,  Reasons  1.4(b)  and  (d) 

_5Ll . (C)  SUMMARY:  XXXXXXXXXXXX ' s advised  in  a recent  conversation  with  Ashgabat  Iran  Watcher  that  the  U.S.  would  be  ill-advised  to  begin  talks  v 
A TRIANGULAR  BASE  OF  SUPPORT 

12 . (C)  In  a XXXXXXXXXXXX  conversation  with  Iran  Watcher,  XXXXXXXXXXXX  described  his  country's  present  political  climate,  stating  that  "nothinc 

13.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  compared  the  regime  to  the  dictatorships  of  Hitler  and  Mussolini,  and  said  the  only  difference  was  that  Iran,  unlike  Nazi 
ENGAGEMENT?. ..NOT  WITH  THIS  GOVERNMENT 

14.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  was  adamant  that  for  the  U.S.  to  enter  into  direct  talks  with  Iran's  leadership  would  be  a mistake.  Not  only,  he  insisted, 
THIS  IS  NOT  1980 

15 . (C)  He  said  Iran  is  no  longer  the  country  or  society  that  rallied  around  the  war  effort  when  Iraq  invaded  them  in  1980.  On  the  contrary,  he 
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16.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  estimated  that  if  one  counts  both  teachers  and  educators,  about  a third  of  the  country  is  part  of  the  education  system.  He 
DETAINEES  RELEASED  AFTER  PAYMENTS  OF  CASH 

17.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  said  that  people  detained  following  the  June  election  have  had  to  pay  large  sums  to  be  released.  He  described  the  parents 
AHMAD I NE JAD  OR  MOUSAVI : SHADES  OF  GRAY 

18.  (C)  In  XXXXXXXXXXXX ' s view,  the  recent  presidential  election  presented  no  real  choice  to  the  Iranian  public,  just  the  "facade"  of  one,  bees 
THE  ANSWER?. ..STOP  THE  FLOW  OF  CASH 

19 ■ (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  sees  the  sanctions  regime  as  ineffective.  The  infusion  of  cash  from  abroad  is  keeping  the  Iranian  regime  afloat  30  years  e 

110.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX 

111.  (C)  BIO  NOTE  AND  COMMENT:  XXXXXXXXXXXX 

112.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  does  nothing  to  hide  his  disdain  for  Iran's  theocracy.  In  his  view,  it  is  a regime  that  is  fundamentally  flawed  and  incs 
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